As The Neurohospitalist enters its second year of publication, there is a lot to look forward to. Before looking ahead, however, I would like to offer a word of thanks to our readers, our contributors, and our editorial board for their support of the journal and its mission: to improve the quality of care for neurological inpatients. Launching a new journal is no small feat, and we achieved a good measure of success with 4 on time issues and consistently high-quality content from outstanding contributors. Our review turnaround time has averaged 28 days, and we continue to be selective, publishing 70% of our submissions.
What is there to look forward to in 2012? Most importantly, at the end of the year, we plan to submit our application to the National Library of Medicine for indexing on PubMed and eventual assignment of that all-important number, the impact factor. Indexing on PubMed is reserved for journals that have a reliable track record of publication with at least 8 issues and meritorious scientific content, bars that we should be able to easily meet. Journals must also fill a niche that was hitherto unoccupied by a medical journal, and because there is no other medical journal dedicated exclusively to inpatient neurology with an additional focus on quality and safety, I expect us to satisfy this requirement as well.
Over the next year, we also plan several new initiatives to make the journal more exciting and useful to our readers. First, we plan to introduce ''Quality Watch,'' a new section consisting of a short series of brief reviews of 300 words or less that will summarize the most important recent articles regarding inpatient quality and safety from across the medical literature. Second, look for a new twist on the clinical pathological conference which we will call a ''Neurovascular Case Conference.'' This will consist of a sequential discussion of a complicated neurovascular case, in which the clinical presentation will be described, followed by the neuroimaging, a discussion of a neurointerventional procedure, and finally the subsequent course in the neurological intensive care unit. Third, we will advertise a $500 prize for the most compelling article submitted to The Neurohospitalist by a resident or a fellow. This prize will be announced at the beginning of 2013 and all articles published in 2011 and 2012 will be eligible.
In addition, our main focus will continue to be to publish the highest quality research on inpatient neurological conditions, with a particular emphasis on quality, safety, systems, and outcomes research. Many such articles continue to be published in disease-specific or localization-specific journals, but as neurohospitalists increasingly provide the bulk of inpatient neurological care, I suspect it will make progressively more sense for this type of research to find a site-specific home in The Neurohospitalist. Furthermore, inpatient neurology quality, safety, and outcomes research will become more important as health care delivery becomes increasingly incentivized with more regulatory oversight and neurohospitalists play an increasingly prominent role in helping hospitals and patients navigate this complex environment.
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